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General Summary for Sunday, 21 February, 2016

Upland gales or severe gales most regions, strongest Wales. Cold air 

across Scotland brings snow showers to low levels, most frequent in 

west. A slow moving front across northern England & Wales gives 

persistent rain and low cloud, particularly western hills.

British Mountain Summary:

Based on forecast chart for noon 21 February, 2016

Headline for Snowdonia National Park

Severe upland gales. Rain most of the day west. Low cloud.

Detailed Forecast for Sunday, 21 February, 2016

How windy? (On the 

summits)

Effect of wind on 

you?

How wet?

Cloud on the hills?

Chance of cloud free 

summits?

Sunshine and air 

clarity?

How Cold? (at 900m)

Freezing Level

Westerly in range 50 to 65mph throughout the day, risk gusts 75mph higher areas. 

Possible sudden strong gusts into valleys.

Above summits, possibly all day, but soon after dark may drop abruptly to 700m in 

Snowdon range.

4 or 5C, will drop later, but perhaps only after dark - falling abruptly toward zero. 

Where directly exposed to wind, will feel like -10C.

Sunshine not expected. 

Fog blanketing the hills; visibility often reduced by precipitation lower slopes.

Almost nil

Cloud likely to shroud the hills to low levels all day, lowest bases in west around 300m, 

but breaks to 600m east.

Very extensive, lowest west

Rain almost constant throughout daylight, particularly western mountains, where very wet 

underfoot - local flooding of streams & small rivers. However, total rainfall small eastern 

areas, also mid-Wales. After dark, turning to snow higher tops, clearing from north 

overnight.

Considerable rainfall west

Marked increase of wind speed from quite low levels up; any mobility arduous on 

higher areas. Significant wind chill.

Working SD 2016-02-21 2016-02-23Page 1 of 2Visit us at www.mwis.org.uk



MOUNTAIN WEATHER INFORMATION SERVICE www.mwis.org.uk

Snowdonia National Park - Looking Ahead

Freezing Level

How Cold? (at 

900m)

Sunshine and air 

clarity?

Chance of cloud 

free summits?

Cloud on the hills?

How wet?

Effect of wind on 

you?

How windy? (On the 

summits)

Northwesterly 25 to 35mph, but may well 

ease further to leave a marked lull.

Northerly, 10 to 20mph.

Likely to impede ease of walking on 

higher areas, but perhaps becoming 

very small.

Mostly small, but feeling cold in any 

breeze.

Snow and hail showers

Snow and hail showers, possibly frequent 

Carnedd plateau. Elsewhere, showers 

rare, mostly a few brief showers or flurries 

in afternoon.

Extensive higher coastal areas

Snowdon range: Cloud rarely below 550 to 

650m, but may well be extensive above 

about 750m. Elsewhere, fragments below 

700m, but summits often cloud free.

60%

Bright sun, particularly morning away from 

Snowdon range. Only occasional sun 

Snowdon range. Excellent visibility.

-2C

700m

Risk a few snow showers

Often dry. Occasional snow showers may 

drift off the Irish Sea onto northern hills.

Mostly very little

Fragments of cloud some high tops, at 

times may linger above 800m northern 

areas, but hills south of about the A5 often 

clear.

60%

Bright sunshine.

The air very clear indeed, but risk visibility 

suddenly very poor around showers.

-3C

500m; most terrain frozen in morning, slight 

daytime thawing sunlit slopes.

Monday 22 February Tuesday 23 February

Planning Outlook
All mountain areas of Britain from Monday, 22 February, 2016

Scottish mountains will be almost constantly sub-freezing throughout next week, with further snowfall. For England & Wales, 

occasional incursions of warm air will bring periods of thaw, but on higher tops, here too further snowfall will consolidate.

Confidence is fairly low about the evolution of the weather pattern next weekend, but there may be at least a brief period of 

east or south-easterly winds, changing the distribution of snow showers and low cloud. Indications favour generally cold 

conditions continue into the first week of March, particularly in Scotland.

Forecast issued at 13:00 on Saturday, 20 February, 2016 

Forecasts are issued daily by 16:30 and are kept under review and amended as necessary. However, expected conditions 

can still change after issue. © Copyright Geoff Monk & Associates, 2016.
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